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THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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4) 13 Claim(s) 7-28 is/are pending in the application. 
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5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 
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9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 
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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1 to 7, 10, 1 1, 14 to 16, and 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Osbom (US 5,947501). Osbom shows a collapsible wheelchair 10 that has a 
patient transfer board assembly 30 attached to a front arm mount 46. The wheelchair includes a 
seat surface 1 1, a back surface 12, front an rear wheels 14, 16, a rigid armrest 22, and a 
removable armrest 32. The transfer board 30 has a smooth upper surface and is mounted to a 
coupling 34 that allows the board to rotate relative to a support rod 62. The rod 62 is mounted to 
the front arm mount 46, with the coupling 34 allowing the board 30 to be placed in a vertical 
stored position as shown in Figure 2 where the removable armrest 32 rests upon one side edge of 
the board 30. The board can be rotated such that one end of it slides into a grooved retainer 100 
(see Figure 6) formed as part of a rear arm mount 48. The armrest 32 can be removed from the 
stored board and the board rotated upwardly into a horizontal position wherein it forms a bridge 
level with the seat and onto an adjacent support device such as a bed 35. Note that the rod 62 
can be removed from the front arm mount 46 which allows the transfer board to be removed 
from the wheelchair altogether. The seat 1 1 appears to be of the sling type, which normally vary 
in height across the width of the wheelchair under the weight of a user to the seat. Since the 
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transfer board is placed on the edge of the seat 
of the transfer board. 
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is the seat height used to determine the level 



Claimsl to 7, 10, 1 1, 15, and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Danziger et al (US 4,1 55,588). Danziger et al shows a wheelchair that includes a transfer 
board attached to one side. The wheelchair includes a sling type seat 1 supported upon a base 
structure that includes a displaceable wheel 3. Since the seat is a sling type it varies in elevation 
across the width of the seat. An armrest 14 is pivotally mounted upon a journal 14b which 
allows the armrest to be lifted upward and pivoted to one side. The transfer board comprises two 
pivoted plates 10, 1 1 that are mounted to a pivot shaft 17 by a par of eyes 18. The board can be 
stored in a vertical folded position where the hinge line 12 of the board engages a rail 15 attached 
to the armrest. When the armrest is lifted and pivoted to one side the board can be unfolded to 
rest upon an adjacent surface to form a transfer surface level with the edge of the seat, as shown 
in Figure 3. The shaft 17 has a front end bent at a right angle to engage a socket 19 attached to 
the wheelchair base, and a rear end 20 formed as an eyelet that slips over a frame member of the 
wheelchair base. The transfer board assembly can therefore be removed from the wheelchair. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 
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Claims 12, 13, 25, and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Osbom in view of Rivera (US 5,301,975). Rivera teaches the use of a vertically arrayed 
horizontally extending canopy assembly 10 for use with a wheelchair. The canopy assembly 
blocks a user of the wheelchair from sunshine and precipitation, because of this useful feature it 
would have been obvious to the skilled artisan to have provided the Osbom wheelchair with the 
canopy assembly taught by Rivera. 

Claims 17 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Osbom 
in view of Papac (US 5,301,964). Papac teaches that a wheelchair can have a height adjustable 
seat assembly 1 1 . The seat assembly 1 1 is mounted to a wheelchair chassis 9 by means of a seat 
mount 41 secured to the underside of a seat base 53. A height adjustment means in the form of a 
pressure operated ram 44 engages the seat mount 41, with the ram 44 being operated by a handle 
46 to set the height of the seat. This allows a user of the seat to set the height as desired and 
needed to fit the user. It would have been obvious to the skilled artisan to have provided the seat 
assembly of the Osbom wheelchair with a height height adjustment means as taught by Papac, 
since this would allow the user to set the seat height as needed and/or desired for use. 

Claims 1 to 7, 10, 1 1, 14 to 16, 19 to 21, and 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Trkla (US 4,949,408) in view of Osbom (US 5,947,501). Trkla shows a 
convertible wheelchair assembly 10 that includes a frame 19, seat 22, a pivoted backrest frame 
35, and an extendable legrest 21. Armrests 30, 31 are pivotally attached to the backrest frame 35 
and can be selectively pivoted upwardly into a displaced position (see Figure 7). The seat 22 
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includes a cavity 25 that provides access to a bedpan 36 mounted within the base frame of the 
wheelchair. The bedpan 36 is slidably mounted within a compartment 37 provided beneath the 
seat, note that the sides of the base frame include panels formed by frame members 168 that 
include a cutout for the bedpan. The chair can be converted into a gumey, when the chair is so 
converted a pair of rollers 222 mounted on pivoted legs 220 engage the floor to raise the chair 
slightly as shown in Figure 3. A pair of legs 210 also engage the floor to fix the chair in 
position. The Trkla chair lacks a transfer bridge as claimed, however as noted above Osbom 
teaches that a wheelchair assembly can include a transfer board 30 pivotally attached to the chair 
by means of a coupling rod 62. The transfer board can be moved into a position level with the 
seat in order to facilitate the movement of an invalid from the wheelchair to a bed. It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have provided the Trkla wheelchair with a 
pivotally mounted transfer board assembly as taught by Osbom, for the purpose of facilitating 
transfer movements of an invalid from and to the wheelchair. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 8, 9, 22, 24, and 27 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 



Application/Control Number: 10/681,385 



Art Unit: 3673 



Page 6 



Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Cole, Kistner, and Brantman show horizontal sliding transfer devices for use with 
wheelchairs that are of particular interest. 

Any inquiry concerning this conununication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael Trettel whose telephone number is 703-308-0416. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, or Friday from 7.30 am to 
5.00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor. Heather Shackelford, can be reached on (703) 308-2978. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308-1 113. 




Michael Trettel 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3673 



